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The Representation of Women in QOuyang Xiu’s

Classical Writings: A Reflection of the Confucianism

Wang Chi-Lun*

Abstract

Ouyang Xiu, a great writer in the Song Dynasty, admired Confucian throughout all his life
and emphasized the application of morality. His writing has the spirit of faithfulness of a historian.
His comment on contemporary women is a question that arouses curiosity and thought.

The investigation of Ouyang Xiu’s works recording women, he mainly based on the epitaphs.
In terms of subject matter, Ouyang Xiu wrote about the women who served her parents-in-laws,
assisted her husband, raised her children, and promote the educational work in villages. Praised
their moral qualities such as filial piety, thrift, and diligence, and gave the highest evaluation with
the word “virtuous”. In addition, also recorded their life as a Buddhist believer and their physical
health. In terms of writing paradigm, Ouyang Xiu mainly describes women from two perspectives,
one is hear someone told, and the other is to use the behavior of relatives as auxiliary explanations,
others are occasionally written in the form of a Court’s reward or her own words.

Through the above discussion, we can better understand the life appearance of women
written by male scholars in the Song Dynasty, which presents the thinking aspect of traditional

Confucianism.
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