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White Flag and White Flag Army in Song Dynasty

CHENG Min-sheng
(School of History and Culture, Henan University, Kaifeng, Henan, 475001, China)

Abstract: The white flag of Song Dynasty played an extraordinary role as the main prop of “Pu Qi( FMiff)”
dance and the main flag of greeting the river tide. It also had many military functions. In addition to com-
manding, instructing, summoning, fighting, honoring, protecting, surrendering, and sending messages, the
white flag was also encouraging and authoritative. What’s more, it represented the uprising and founding of a
country. There were many functions and great effects with which other colors of flag could not compare. And
all of these could refresh people’s understanding of the white flag. The special white flag formed a special ar-
my named “the White Flag Army” , whose main function was armed reconnaissance, exploring the marching
route and undertaking other mobile supporting tasks. White flag and soldiers in the White Flag Army ap-
peared to varying degrees before the Song Dynasty and in neighboring countries, reflecting the commonality
of the connotation of white color regardless of time and space.

Key words: white flag; White Flag Army; scout; Song Dynasty
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