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In the Name of Father: A Study on the Textual
Features and Origins of Jingling Xigong Ji

Yue Zhao

School of History and Culture, Sichuan University

There Jingling xigong ji is a valuable Song Dynasty inscription which
possesses quite distinctive contents that historians have neglected. It not
only denies the status of Emperor Song Renzong and his policies, but also
realizes the equivalent substitution between “Xifeng xinfa” (New Laws
of the Xifeng period) and “Zuzong zhi fa” (Imperial Ancestor
Instructions) by citing “Shiwei zhi fang, Quwei zhi zhi” (Rules for
Everything Big or Small) in Emperor Song Taizong’s Enthronement and
Amnesty Announcement. The narratives and views of “Zuzong zhi fa”
differed from the mainstream and implied a similarity between Emperor
Song Shenzong, Emperor Song Taizu and King Wu of the Zhou Dynasty,
which gave Shenzong and his era a particularly high status. At the same
time, this unique text also deliberately ignored Emperor Song Zhezong,
who should have occupied a place in it. The reason for these features is
that the purpose of this inscription was not only to declare the honorable
source of power and status as an orthodox successor to Emperor Song
Huizong, but also to suppress his rival who coveted the throne, the
younger brother of Emperor Song Zhezong, so as to establish the
legitimacy of succession for him.

Keywords: Emperor Song Shenzong, Emperor Song Huizong, Zuzong
zhi fa, Jingling xigong ji, legitimacy of succession



