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New Exploration into the Compilation Process
of Song Shi Quanwen: Textual Features of the Entries
Beginning from Emperor Guangzong

Fang-Shuo Huang
PhD Student, Department of History, National Taiwan University

Song shi quanwen xu Zzizhi tongjian ‘K522 X4 & AHEE (hereafter Song shi
quanwen) is an important work for studying the history of the Southern Song dynasty
from the reign of Emperor Guangzong (r. 1189-1194) onwards. With the inclusion of
“tongjian” in the title, this book is also a product of the trend of compiling
chronological histories in the Song. However, Song shi quanwen exhibits significant
differences in its writing style and level of detail regarding historical events from
different periods, suggesting that it may not be the product of a single author or a
single period. Previous discussions on its historical value and compilation
characteristics often treat the book as a whole, not considering the nature of the
appended Song ji chao shishi KRZEFHEE. It is thus necessary to comparatively
analyze the textual characteristics of Song shi quanwen and Song ji chao shishi in order
to gain insights into their compilation processes, and obtain a deeper understanding of
the two works.

Focusing on the texts beginning from the Guangzong reign in Song shi quanwen,
including Song ji chao shishi, which are regarded as having more historical value, the
present article conducts a quantitative analysis with indicators such as the frequency of
daily records and the length of entries, as well as examining certain textual
characteristics such as term usage and sentence structure. The discussion reveals that
the texts, which are on different periods, have distinct textual features: to begin, entries
on Guangzong are more general yet longer in length, offering a comprehensive account
of events; those on the reigns of emperors Ningzong (r. 1194-1224) and Lizong (r.
1224-1264) of the Song provide more detailed records with precise dates, but despite
their textual features being largely similar, the formats of the two are distinct,
indicating that they were not compiled simultaneously; and, the texts in Song ji chao

shishi are short and fragmented, lacking clear time references, features which suggest
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that it should not be regarded as “recorded but not written” chronicles of the reign of
Emperor Duzong (r. 1264-1274) of the Song onwards. Considering these elements,
Song shi quanwen was likely compiled from miscellaneous sources and underwent
multiple compilations before reaching its current form, a process which echoes trends
in the compilation of historical materials in the Song dynasty. Finally, a comparison of
Song shi quanwen with the annals in Song shi K52 better reflects the nature of the
narrative and contents of the former. This analysis thus works to assist researchers in
being able to more accurately grasp the value of its historical data and the historical

contexts in which it was compiled.

Keywords: Song shi quanwen; Song ji chao shishi; textual features; compilation

process; historical value
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