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Harmony between Heaven/ Cosmos and
Humanity— A Study of LU Zugian 's Thought
on Unity of Heaven and Humanity and Xin-xing

Wang,ta-yu
Abstract

The research field of the Southern Song dynasty’s Neo-
Confucianism has always centered around the similarities and
differences between Zhu Xi's "Li Xue" (School of Principle) and Lu
Jiuyuan's "Xin Xue" (School of Mind). These two schools of thought
have been regarded as the crucial scholarship in understanding the
development of Neo-Confucianism during the Southern Song period,
garnering much more attention than other scholars at the time. LU
Zugian, born into a prominent family, inherited the Central Plains'
textual tradition and carried on the teachings of Guanluo. He formed
his own school of thought called "Wu Xue" in Jinhua and had close
interactions with Zhu Xi and Zhang Shi. His contributions to the
construction of Neo-Confucianism cannot be overlooked. This paper
first introduces the Lii 's view of "Li” “Qi”, then explores the
relationship between L 's views on Xin-xing, Qi, Qing and discusses
how they integrate the heavenly principles and human nature to
achieve the state of " unity of heaven and humanity.” LU Zugian's
theory on Xin-xing is closely related to the cosmological system of
"Li" (Principle) and "Qi" , emphasizing the importance of the "mind."
The mind encompasses various principles, but it is also constrained by
the temperament of "Qi." LU Zugian's teachings not only inherit the
ideas of Zhang Zai and the Cheng brothers, but also show features that
encompass the strengths of Zhu Xi and Lu Jiuyuan.

KeyWords: Li Zugian, Li-Qi, Xin-Xing, Unity of Heaven and Humanity



