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Review and Commentary of Research about
Zhuang Zi Studies in Southern Song Dynasty

Lyu, YiYi
Abstract

The book of "Zhuang Zi" has been widely valued by scholar-
officials since mid-Northern Song Dynasty. The research of "Zhuang
Zi" was quite popular, and the development of Zhuang Zi studies
entered a new generation. This trend was still quite prosperous even in
Southern Song Dynasty. There were still many Zhuang Zi studies
published at that time. “Zhuang Zi Xue” in the Southern Song Dynasty
can basically be regarded as the continuation and inheritance of it in
the mid-Northern Song Dynasty. However, there were some new
developments and changes under the special historical conditions of
Southern Song Dynasty. Most of the academic research on Zhuang Zi
Xue in Song Dynasty so far is concentrated in mid-Northern Song
Dynasty, while Southern Song Dynasty is quite insufficient. According
to the author's observation, the most important interpretive orientation
of Zhuang Zi studies in Southern Song Dynasty which is also a
common topic in the present academia can be summarized into three
aspects: "interpreting Zhuang Zi with Confucianism”, "interpreting
Zhuang Zi with Buddhism" and "commenting Zhuang Zi with
literature™. This article is going to review and discuess basing on these
three topics. Introspecting and thinking about future prospects are
incleded in this article.

KeyWords: Southern Song Dynasty, Zhuang Zi Xue, Interpreting Zhuang Zi with
Confucianism, Interpreting Zhuang Zi with Buddhism, Commenting
Zhuang Zi with literature



