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The Common Feelings of the Song
Envoys to the Liao: An Investigation of
“Shi Liao Shi” Poetry

Wu-Hsiung Chiang’

Abstract

Beginning with the establishment of long-term peaceful diplomatic relations
between the Song and Liao countries, the Song dynasty usually sent official civil
envoys to the Liao on diplomatic-related activities. As a result, the works of “Shi Liao
Shi” appeared, describing the natural scenery during the journey, the hardships
encountered, the steep terrain of the road, the severe cold weather of the northern land,
the homesickness felt, and the customs of the Liao. The Song envoys shared common
insights, observations, experiences and memories, and they even shared common
feelings regarding “Shi Liao Shi”. The author divides these common feelings into
twelve items in this text to provide a more detailed discussion, hoping to link the Song
envoys to the Liao’s round trips with his train of thought and help readers better
understand the history of diplomatic relations between the Song and the Liao as well

as their engagement.

Key words: Song, Liao, diplomacy, diplomatic activities, Shi Liao Shi
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