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“Equivalent to the Song Dynasty”:
Eighteenth-Century Korean Confucian Interpretation
of “China Order”

Tsai, Chih-che”
Abstract

This article starts with the analysis of the dialogues between Sejong the Great and Heo Jo,
a minister in the Joseon dynasty. It shows that Heo Jo criticized and refuted the centralization
and political order** of the Ming dynasty, and proposed “Partial Adoption of China Order”. Heo’s
proposal not only kept intact authoritative status of the Korean Confucians, but also left a great
impact on the political and cultural development of the Joseon dynasty in the following centuries.
Therefore, opposed to the China Order of Ming and Qing dynasties, the monarchs and officials
of Joseon were inclined to follow political order of the Song dynasty, or even the ancient “Three-
Dynasties” i.e. the Hsia, Shan, and Chou dynasties. After Qing’s taking over the Ming, especially
during the reign of Sejong the Great, the Korean reigme kept associating itself with the Song
political order and regarded the Joseon dynasty as revival of the fomer. They even claimed that
the best political order of the Three Great Dynasties was reinstalled in the Joseon dynasty, which
enhanced its historical role and confirmed cultural consciousness and confidence. In short, this
study elaborates the diversity and complexity of the so-called “China Order” through the course
of Korean History.

Keywords: the China Order of Song Dynasty, the Second Three-Dynasty (Han-Tang-
Song), Heo Jo, Sejong the Great, Ten Great Campaigns
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