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The Whole Story about the Liao’s Envoy

Xiao De-Chong to the Song to Seek Peace
for the Xia

Wu-Hsiung Chiang”

Abstract
There is quite a subtle and interactive relationship among the Song, the Liao and
the Xia countries in the history of China, forming and breaking alliances in the
time of war and peace. The Xia country especially relied heavily on the Liao
country. When it was at a disadvantage in its war with the Song country, one of the
Xia’s methods to stall for time and seek peace was to ask the Liao country to send
envoys to the Song country to negotiate, promoting the restoration of peace
between the Song and the Xia.
To explore the Xia’s negotiation method mentioned above, this paper discusses the
whole story of the Liao’s envoy Xiao De-Chong’s diplomatic mission to the Song
country to seek peace for the Xia country in detail, including the background,
causes, process, results, and influences. I hope it can help readers to have a better
understanding of the interaction and peace and war among the Song, the Liao and
the Xia.
Keywords: Song, Liao, Xia, Xiao De-chong, diplomacy
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