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The Power Relationship between Local Officials,
Literati, and Monks: An Analysis of the Inscriptions
in Puyang, Fujian in the Southern Song

Weiling Chang

Department of Chinese Culture, Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Many studies have shown that the local government of Song times sponsored
and invested in local infrastructure. These studies rely mainly on local
inscriptions that recorded the construction process of local infrastructure. This
type of source material, however, never tells us which projects local
governments did not or refused to invest in. Using inscriptions that detail how
financial resources in a locality were mobilized for local projects, this article
offers a new perspective on the power relationship between local
administrators, literati, and Buddhist monks in Puyang, Fujian during the
Southern Song. It argues that the local governments frequently expropriated
the labor and financial resources of Buddhist monasteries for local projects, and
local literati strove to use government resources for local construction.
Therefore, the development of local infrastructure usually involved the
appropriation of government sources for local purposes. In return, local literati
wrote inscriptions in praise of the local officials’ support. These inscriptions
were not only expressions of the literati’s gratitude to these administrators, but
they also promoted a literati discourse that encouraged future administrators to
invest more resources in local society. Accordingly, the discourse in these
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inscriptions painted a picture of close cooperation that concealed the tensions
between monks, administrators, and literati in local society.

Keywords: local society, local inscriptions, power relationship, Southern
Song, Fujian Puyang



