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The Dealing of the Imperial Government with the Loyal People

of Southern Song Dynasty

LEI Jiasheng HUANG Meixuan

( Institute of Ancient Books Collation and Studies Shanghai Normal University Shanghai 200234 China;

Abstract: During the Southern Song period the Southern Song government named the antiJin groups and the people living
at the frontier who were also anti-Jin as “loyal people”. These anti-Jin groups and people mostly lived at the Song-Jin border so
the Song decrees often failed to reach them and their actions often went beyond the law. The purpose of these “loyal people” of
providing troops was more to guard their homeland and prevent the invasion than to be loyal to the imperial government. The

Southern Song imperial government rewarded them as “loyal people” on the one hand and treated the “loyal people” with dis—

Taiwan Normal University Taipei

creet suspicion on the other hand.

China)
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